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SUBJECT: LABOR LEADER MILTON PUGA SURRENDERS 

REE: SANTIAGO 9556 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: MILTON PUGA, SECRETARY OF EL TENIENTE EMPLOYEES 
UNION RANCAGUA SURRENDERED TO THE SANTIAGO COURT OF APPEALS 
NOVEMBER 28. HE IS BEING BANISHED TO CAQUENA ON THE CHILEAN 
ALTIPLANO. END SUMMARY. 

2. PUGA TURNED HIMSELF IN YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO THE SANTIAGO 
COURT OF APPEALS REQUESTING A PERSONAL WRIT OF HABEAS 
CORPUS TO PREVENT HIS BANISHMENT WITHOUT JUDICIAL REVIEW. 
ACCORDING TO HIS LAWYER, THE PRESIDENT OE THE COURT, JUDGE 
LETELIER, REFUSED TO SIGN THE WRIT BECAUSE THE SITUATION 

WAS NOT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 

3. PUGA THEN ATTEMPTED THROUGH HIS LAWYER TO SURRENDER TO 
THE SANTIAGO "INTENDENTE," THE LOCAL MILITARY GOVERNOR, 
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WHO POLITELY REQUESTED HIM TO REMAIN WHERE HE WAS IN THE 
COURT OF APPEALS BUILDING WHILE HE SOUGH INSTRUCTIONS. 

SOME THREE HOURS LATER, THE DISTRICT CARABINERO CHIEF 
ARRIVED AT THE COURT BUILDING TO PLACE PUGA UNDER CUSTODY 
AND TO TURN HIM OVER TO THE CIVILIAN POLICE (INVESTIGA- 
CIONES) OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. A CIVIL POLICE 
OFEICIAL STATED THAT PUGA WOULD BE BANISHED TO THE CHILEAN 
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ALTIPLANO TOWN OF CAQUENA ON THE BOLIVIAN BORDER, 54 MITES 
EAST OF PUTRE. 

3. PUGA'S LAWYER WAS UPSET THAT THE APPEALS COURT REEUSED 
OUTRIGHT TO DO ANYTHING EOR PUGA, THEREBY "CONDEMNING HIM 
WITHOUT A TRIAL." HE TOLD THE LAB ATT THAT THE COURTS IN 
CHILE HAD BY THIS ACTION ABDICATED THEIR RESPONSIBILITY 
TOWARD THE CITIZENRY. HOWEVER HE PRAISED THE CONDUCT OE 
THE POLICE. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT PUGA AND HIS LAWYER EOUND 
THEMSELVES IN A PRECARIOUS POSITION. BY AVOIDING ARREST 
PUGA INCREASED HIS OWN DANGER AND RISKED THE WELL-BEING 
OE THOSE HELPING HIM. PUGA AND LAWYER PROBABEY HOPED 
THAT VOLUNTARY SURRENDER TO THE APPEALS COURT WOULD 
GUARANTEE PUGA'S SAEETY AND POSSIBLY POSTPONE HIS BANISH- 
MENT. THEY WERE DISAPPOINTED ABOUT THE LATTER. THE 
APPEALS COURT, REASONING THAT ISSUANCE OE A WRIT OF 
HABEAS CORPUS FOR PUGA WOULD BE A DIRECT AND PROBABLY 
FUTILE CHALLENGE TO THE AUTHORITY OE THE EXECUTIVE, 

CHOSE NOT TO BECOME INVOLVED. 

LANDAU 
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